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Appointments 


Mr. Henri Lemieux, B.A., B.Paed., formerly on the teaching staff of the 
University of Ottawa Normal School, was appointed High School Inspector in 
January, 1941. Previous to his Normal School appointment in 1936, Mr. 
Lemieux had taught for several years in the secondary schools of Plantagenet and 
Cornwall and had served as assistant principal and as principal of the Model 
Training Schools at Embrun and Sturgeon Falls. 


Mr. Arthur Godbout, B.A., who was on the Kirkland Lake Collegiate 
Institute and Vocational School staff, was appointed to the University of Ottawa 
Normal School to succeed Mr. Lemieux. 


Teachers’ Training and Qualifications 


In 1940-41, there were 187 teachers-in-training at the University of Ottawa 
Normal School, 23 of whom were enrolled in the First Class course, and 164 in 
the Second Class course. As a result of the term and final examinations, 21 
students were awarded First Class teachers’ certificates, and 140 obtained 
Second Class certificates. 


The following table shows the number and percentage of Ontario French- 
speaking elementary school teachers holding First or Second Class certificates 
in November, 1941, and the progress made in this regard since 1929 :— 


1929 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 























Total number of French-speaking teachers 


MIE MENLALY OChOO!S. . :........,.... 1,087 | 1,281 | 1,316 | 1,390 | 1,416 | 1,438 
Number of above teachers holding I or II 

GA ES na nie a ne et este DSL DISIUT 13521271 10 1,8110)01,307 
Percentage of French-speaking teachers hold- 

HO IICIASs certificates. .....:...... 25.11 | 79.46 | 86.24 | 91.43 | 92.58 | 90.89 


Age-Grade Distribution of Pupils in Elementary Schools 


The following tables present a compilation of the French-speaking School 
Inspectors’ Annual Age-Grade Summary Reports for May, 1941 :— 
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The following comparative table, for the years 1938, 1939, 1940, and 1941, 
shows the marked progress which has been achieved, during the period under 
review, in the grade-enrolment distribution of French-speaking classes in all 
elementary schools :— 


Separate and Public Schools 























1938 1939 1940 1941 
Grade ii 

Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 

ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
2 it va 123 60 18800 I8 00 128589 | 47.12 | 8,676 | 17:25 
A UE 6909211475 107,148 1449 | (7,057 | 14.15 | 7,021 | 13.% 
Ts à» te A 4,974 | 10.49 | 6,631 | 13.45 | 6,803 | 13.64 | 6,938 | 13.80 
rc 5,548 | 11.71 | 6,364 | 12.90 | 6,541 | 13.11 6,454 | 12.84 
VRP LL it is O2 12.600405,88811011.930): 6,043 | 12 12 | 6,166.,.12 26 
Per — 4,775 | 10.07 | 5,186 | 10.41 5,036 | 10.09 | 5,226 | 10.39 
NI curl. 3,764 7.95 | 4,018 8.15 | 4,284 8.58 | 4,141 Le 
NT de» 2,913 6.15 | 3,436 6.97 | 3,741 1:50 1" 5902 1:19 
RL 10 F0 893 1.81 948 1.90 915 1.82 
2. 443 .93 587 1.19 646 1.29 605 1.20 
AURA LORS DLL. «a 217 .46 268 . b4 nt .50 252 . 00 
DO Re tn 47,397 1100.00 | 49,319 1100.00 | 49,889 1100.00 | 50,296 !100.00 





À study of the above statistics reveals that: (1) The many repeaters who, 
before 1939, swelled considerably the enrolment of the Grade I classes, have 
gradually disappeared; (2) The enrolment in each of the first six Grades of the 
elementary schools is now almost normal; (3) The percentage of enrolment in 
the Grade VIII classes has increased from 6.15, in 1938, to 7.75, in 1941. 

It is confidently expected, therefore, that, through a continued effort on 
the part of teachers and inspectors, the enrolment in the Grade VIII classes will 
attain approximately 10 per cent of the total school enrolment within the next 
two or three years. 


TABLE No. 2 


ANALYSIS OF AGE-GRADE DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO IDEAL AGE-SPREAD 
IN ELEMENTARY RURAL AND URBAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1941 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 








Under Within Over 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 
Grade RS NE UE 
Number | Per cent |! Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

A a ee à 155 1.78 7,550 85.86 971 A0 
hu 369 hs 5,790 21:01 862 12/29 
RÉ T hnitue 119 Lou 5,540 71.20 1,279 12.66 
sn sua ro 204 10 4,895 72.74 1,355 20.99 
DR in. . 259 4.20 4,582 74.31 19529 18.24 
DR RE M... 1... 292 3,0 4,062 Tr 872 16.68 
RE A0 8.04 3,318 80.12 490 Fre55 
RE Lt... . 435 11.17 3,103 79.46 364 9.35 
ue. 138 15.08 724 79.12 : Her) 
nas dune » à 117 19.33 472 78.03 16 2.64 
nn. su 2,421 4.80 40,036 79.20 1:587 14504 





NorE:—The 252 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 
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(B) Separate Schools 








Under Within Over 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 


Grade 7 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

LL Re 128 1.61 6,912 87.22 884 
TT Ne DT NES AO EEE 367 5.69 5,337 DAT 745 
PÉTER RE RS RE 109 1.69 5,147 80.23 1,159 
EVE LOS AR RE E 201 3.34 4,616 76.75 1,197 
NE ER CE 236 4.12 4,263 74.48 1,224 
VERRE RE RAR CE TE 264 5.43 3,774 77.65 822 
VILES SR RSR RE 310 8.00 3,097 79.94 467 
VIII: EL ME. DIS PAM SEE 412 11627 2,900 79.36 342 
IX SAT ARS TERRE EURE 138 15127 715 78.87 53 
RL. LR OR ONE RNEE 116 19.43 466 78.06 15 

Total tell a OR EE 2281 4.89 07,229 79.79 6,908 





Nore:—The 234 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 


(C) Public Schools 








Under Within | Over 





Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 

Grade À 

Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

PT NE ne PER TR Pr 3.09 638 84.84 87 11.56 
LÉO Aa EE IEEE 2 . 34 453 79.19 117 20.45 
ÉIL:4. ompte OA ED 10 1:94 393 75.14 120 22.94 
EN ES 2e ae RTE RES 3 . 68 279 63.40 158 35.90 
NV PT TR Te E 23 5.19 319 72.00 101 22.79 
NT es TRIO OS. NRRAMATTRE 28 7.65 288 78.68 50 13.66 
VIL rés E SECRET 23 8.61 221 82.77 23 8.61 
VÉRITÉ AT RE RER 23 9.27 203 81.85 22 8.87 

EX : tuiles Roc de RÉ TI TERRE ET 11 100.00 ESSOR 
Ne nds tiers PENSE l 12.50 6 75.00 1 12.50 
TOtAIS MONITOR 140 3.84 2,811 77.06 679 18.61 


NorE:—The 18 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 


TABLE No. 3 


GRADE-ENROLMENT DISTRIBUTION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1941 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 


app po Lam 


Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades DA EDS Cm. n° 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
LINGE NON ER RE OURS 12,072 61.36 17,017 55.56 29,089 57.84 
VAN IT RTS Re 121à 36.97 12,162 39.72 19,435 38.64 
RER RE EE NS CE RSR 326 1.67 1,194 3.90 1,520 3.02 
Auxiliary:.: 8.30 JR 252 Hu 252 .50 


(B) Separate Schools 


qq aa aa 





Rural Urban Rural and Urban 

Grades 

Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
LIVRE PA A RO 10,322 60.88 16,480 55.49 26,802 57.46 
VEVITI ER on 6,313 1220 11,798 39.73 18,111 38.82 
IXEXE EM RE  ne 318 1.87 1,183 3.98 1,501 4.21 


Auxiliary./..hmemeurorrenlemraeetecmmonci 234 .79 234 .5l 


(C) Public Schools 





Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades —_————————————— 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
nn cr à 1,750 64.35 Hot 57.86 2 284 62.69 
RE MT EE, 960 Hi 0 364 39.00 1,324 36.30 
D us ou 0 8 .29 11 1.19 19 02 
|... ..... leu. 18 1:09 18 .49 





The following comparative table shows the grade-enrolment distribution of 
French-speaking pupils in separate and public schools for the years 1938, 1939, 
1940, and 1941 — 


Separate and Public Schools 








1938 1939 1940 1941 
Grades Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
LIVE Re enr 28,730 | 60.61 | 29,098 | 59.00 | 28,940 | 58.02 | 29,089 | 57.84 
VV Me ere à 17,280 | 36.46 18,473 | 37.46 | 19,104 | 38.29 19,435 | 38.64 
ER are 1,170 2.47 1,480 3.00 1,594 3.19 1,520 3.02 
AURAI en A Ur 217 .46 268 .54 20L .b0 De . 50 





Secondary School Classes 


The following table shows the number of French-speaking students enrolled, 
in December 1941, in the advanced French courses of Collegiate Institutes, High, 
Continuation, and Vocational Schools under the supervision of the Department 
of Education :— 


Enrolment of French-Speaking Pupils in Secondary Schools in Which Advanced French 
Courses are Offered, December, 1941 





GRADE 
De HOCL 

Lx X XI Dub TER Eotal 

CR ER M eat eo 9 12 Riu 8 29 
Cornwall Collegiate and Vocational........ 85 23 6 LIPFUSCSEL 115 
TOO EL A Man nr. nou 21 30 13 15 6 85 
Fspanold On tinlalDEAT. MURAL NE... RAA MA Le ile All A, 15 
RS PE he nt nr 46 29 25 Lidelruten. LEE 
RTL AR BREL MT Ds ne me no oo «eo + 25 16 15 2 3 61 
Kirkland Lake Collegiate and Vocational... 29 8 3 de rc me ds 44 
2... 10 4 DiRia ri ee 4 24 
TAN ACC IEALRRR een re, 68 RE ts un a une 107 
FACULTÉ OAUATIOME.S. sen En on ee 10 9 6 NIORT 34 
PÉNEATeD NeOEMET 2... ....:.1* 21 1 4 DA CES 48 
TT EC Te nn en mnt a ee ne es à 25 16 19 12 8 80 
M Ne eee qu ee 34 72 16 À 1 80 
Smooth Rock Falls Continuation.......... 17 Del Lualté Sax 2 
TRE DORE ASE ELIEM ES 0. «nu ve oo « 38 Je 25 25 1 121 
Sudbury EHighand Technical. ......:...... 40 23 10 14 4 91 
Ataliitants too EN IR ET 5 Mel. here IAE a 9 
Timmins High and Vocational............ 76 35 17 ls ic #3 
Vankieek HiihColleriate. . ..:............ 10 8 8 1 2 29 
aus songes 584 336 168 119 32 1,249 


NotE:—The absence of students in the higher grades of some of the above schools is due to 
the fact that the advanced French courses were just recently established. 
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This total enrolment of 1,249 French-speaking students in the secondary 
schools compares favourably with the totals reported for 1938 (839), for 1939 
(1,027) and for 1940 (1,102). Indeed, the 1941 total enrolment represents an 
increase of almost 50 per cent over the 1938 total enrolment. There are besides, 
some 2,500 French-speaking students who are pursuing their studies in the 
Grade IX and Grade X classes of the elementary schools, [Table No. 1, (A), (Gi), 
of this report], and in private schools. Some of the latter are inspected by the 
Department of Education for the purpose of accepting, or not accepting, the 
teachers’ recommendations in respect to pupils who are candidates for middle 
school certificates. 


Although much satisfaction is derived from the progress made so far, it is 
yet evident that much remains to be done throughout the province in order to 
raise the percentage of the French-speaking secondary school enrolment from 
the present 6 or 7 per cent to at least 18 or 20 per cent of the total French-speaking 
school enrolment. Of course, as was stated in previous reports, the main cause 
of this low and rapidly decreasing enrolment from grade to grade in the secondary 
schools is to be found and eradicated in the elementary school classes. Once 
the problem is solved in the elementary department of the school—and according 
to present indications this task will be completed within the next two or three 
years—there should be an automatic improvement in the secondary school 
enrolment and age-grade distribution of pupils. 


The appointment, in 1941, of a French-speaking high school inspector has 
already proved beneficial in improving the general proficiency of the secondary 
school classes attended by French-speaking students and in promoting a greater 
desire for higher education among the French-speaking population of Ontario. 


Provincial Contest 


The finals of the fourth annual provincial contest among the Grade VIII 
French-speaking pupils were held in Ottawa on April 17th, 1941. Twenty-four 
contestants—the winning boy and the winning girl from each of the twelve 
French-speaking inspectorates—took part in this final competition. The four 
provincial winners, the first two of whom were awarded secondary school scholar- 
ships, were as follows: 


1st boy: Roger Blanchette, 13, St. Joseph School, Sturgeon Falls; 
ist girl: Rita Mainville, 12, St. Charles School, Timmins; 

2nd boy: Gilles Petitclerc, 13, St. Jean-Baptiste School, Ottawa, 
2nd girl: Denise Ralph, 12, St. Conrad School, Ottawa. 


The interest aroused by this annual competition is ever increasing. Besides 
drawing parents and teachers into closer co-operation, the provincial contest 


encourages the talented pupils to undertake and complete their secondary school 
education. à 


Inspectoral District Enterprises 


As was stated in a previous report, the French-speaking inspectors were 
asked, in 1939, to undertake during 1940 and every year thereafter, in their 
respective inspectorates, one special enterprise bearing on some particular phase 
of education, It was suggested also that these enterprises, which should aim 
at correcting a general weakness throughout the inspectorate or at fostering a 
new and valuable idea in education, be carried on in a scientific manner by taking 
note of essential data, such as existing conditions at the outset, means employed, 
difficulties encountered, and results obtained. 
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Interesting reports were received from the inspectors at the close of the year. 
Some of the topics for special research in French-speaking inspectorates, during 
1941, were as follows: how to improve the pupils’ handwriting; group meetings 
of school trustees and secretaries; the development by pupils and teachers of a 
Grade I supplementary reader in social studies; how to secure better results in 
French and English spelling; arousing general interest in the activities of the 
Ontario Junior Red Cross Society; how to improve the teaching of written 
composition; the beautification of school properties. 


The following excerpts are taken from the report submitted by Inspector 
J. S. Gratton, of Plantagenet, on: “The Beautification of School Properties" :— 

‘Following the receipt, early in March 1941, of ‘Suggestions for Improvement of Rural 
School Grounds’’, issued by the Ontario Department of Education, and ‘Trees for Schools’, 
issued by the Ontario Forestry Branch, all rural school teachers, members of municipal councils 
and local Agricultural representatives were invited to co-operate in a school grounds improvement 
enterprise. 


In view of the generous offer of the Forestry Branch to supply young forest trees to schools 
free of charge, except for transportation, and the offer also of the local Horticultural Societies of 
the free delivery of shrubs at reduced prices, it was decided that the planting of trees and flowering 
shrubs should be first undertaken in this campaign. 


The accompanying plans, order forms, circulars and correspondence give, better than would 
a detailed account, an insight into the means adopted to carry out the enterprise successfully. 


It is to be noted, however, that of the 16,000 trees distributed, approximately 60% were 
planted on the school grounds by the pupils in co-operation with the teacher and the school 
trustees; the others were brought home by the pupils and planted on the farm. 


À survey, made during the month of September last, revealed that, despite the very dry 
spell that followed the planting last May, at least 90% of the trees placed on the school grounds 
had survived the excessive drought and were doing well. The willingness and enthusiasm with 
which both teachers and pupils cared for the young trees after they were planted largely account 
for this success.”’ 


The successful enterprise described above by Inspector Gratton will doubt- 
less serve as a powerful incentive in some of the other inspectorates. 


‘L'Association de l’Enseignement français de l'Ontario” 


After one year of successful operation, this provincial association of French- 
speaking teachers and inspectors held its second annual convention in Ottawa 
on April 17th, 18th and 19th, 1941. Mr. Omer Brüûlé, B.A., of the Ottawa 
Technical School teaching staff, was elected president for the year 1941-42. 


This association, as was stated in last year’s report, comprises three sections 
and is composed of French-speaking elementary and secondary school teachers, 
inspectors and normal school masters of Ontario. It resembles closely, on a 
smaller scale, the Ontario Educational Association, and, in co-operation with the 
latter, will no doubt promote the best interests of French education in this 
province. 

Correspondence Courses in French 


In view of the fact that approximately 10 per cent of the pupils enrolled in 
the Departmental correspondence courses are French-speaking, and in response 
to several requests which were received from interested families, the Minister 
decided, in the autumn of 1941, to include in this service the same courses and 
examinations which are provided for French-speaking pupils in the public and 
separate schools of the province. An experienced and successful French-speaking 
teacher, Miss Hélène Lacasse, was appointed to the correspondence school staff 
in the Department and the preparation of these new courses was undertaken. 


In September 1942, the Grade I courses for French-speaking pupils will be 
ready for distribution, and it is expected that from year to year the programme 
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of the next Grade will be added until the full elementary school course will have 
been developed. 


This is by no means an easy task. However, it is confidentiy expected that 
by following the splendid system already established for English-speaking pupils, 
and with the co-operation of the French-speaking normal school masters, in- 
spectors and teachers, the results will constitute an achievement worthy of note 
in the field of French and English education. 


ROBERT GAUTHIER, 
Director of French Instruction. 


Toronto, June 30th, 1942. 








